THE EVOLUTION OF A REVOLT

in his pregnant valuation of the Mamelukes in
terms of French soldiers, first gave me the idea:
Ardant du Picq widened its application: the
prejudices of historians are generally the richest
part of their histories. Our value depended
entirely on our quality, not on our quantity. We
had to keep always cool, for the ^excitement of a
blood-lust would impair the science of our com-
batants, and our victory depended on our just
use of speed, concealment, accuracy of fire.
Irregular war is far more intellectual than a
bayonet charge.

The illiteracy of our forces was not harmful,
since we worked intentionally in these small
numbers and explained our plan verbally to every
one. Their very illiteracy has trained them to a
longer memory and a closer hearing of the news.
Nor were our tactics too subtle, for they had to
be translated into independent action through the
heads of our followers, and success was impossible
unless most of them used their intelligence to
forward our conception against the moral and
material accidents of the path* This dilution of
tactical ability to the level of the lowest interpreter
was regrettable, but not all loss. The only alter-
native would be independent enterprise, and a
mediocre design, persisted in, is grander than a
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